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National Qualifications 
 

 

In recent years a new system of courses and qualifications has been introduced.   This system, for 

everyone studying beyond Standard Grade in Scottish schools and Further Education colleges, aims 

to bring together academic and vocational subjects in a coherent and unified structure, in order to 

provide an opportunity for all students to continue their studies at the level most appropriate to 

them. 

 

Subjects may be offered at five different levels: 

 

 Access 

 Intermediate One 

 Intermediate Two 

 Higher 

 Advanced Higher 

 

Each course at all levels consists of a sequence of units, normally three per course, with each unit 

requiring forty hours study.   These units are assessed internally by the school, and credit given by 

the SQA for each unit passed.   At the end of the whole course, at all levels except Access, there is 

normally an external assessment which, along with the Unit passes, determines the final level of 

attainment and grade of award. óCore Skillsô will also be developed through NQ courses, and are 

intended to provide a platform for life-long personal development and to assist students to become 

more adaptable in their working lives.    These skills are: 

 

 Communication 

 Numeracy 

 Problem Solving 

 Information technology 

 Working with ot hers 
 

Information on the level of Core Skills attained is now provided on every candidate certificate 

issued by the SQA. 

 

This booklet provides a brief outline of the courses being offered for session 2010 ï 2011 at 

Broughton High.   Further details can be obtained from the various subject departments. 
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Choosing a Course 
 

As you consider your options for next year, remember that the decisions which you take at this time 

may well determine the career and further education choices which you will be able to make in the 

years to come. 

 

When returning to school next session, make sure you know the purpose of the course which you 

are choosing to follow.   Have you checked the qualifications necessary for your continuing 

education / employment after school? 

 

Choose your course by following the information in this booklet and on the course choice sheet, 

making sure that you choose the best combination of subjects for your future career.  If you cannot 

find all of your required choices at Broughton, it may be possible to study a subject at a 

neighbourhood school or college, or even access Open Learning courses.  Further advice on making 

the right course choice decisions is available from the guidance staff, careers service and from the 

careers library. 

 

You can select a subject in each of the five columns of 5 periods per week, but please remember 

that part of the value of your course lies in the way in which your column  choices relate to each 

other to form a coherent course of study.  All S5 students must make five choices and all S6 

students must make at least four choices for their course to be regarded as valid. 

 

The course choice sheet is designed to provide the widest range of courses to suit all ability levels, 

in the most flexible way possible.  It is important that you only select those courses for which you 

can realistically expect to have the entrance qualifications. 

 

Courses may be altered subject to staffing, accommodation and uptake. 

 

If you cannot find suitable courses of study you may wish to consider Further Education colleges, 

training schemes or employment.  Being in school will be hard work.  We have high expectations of 

all our students but we also will provide you with the high quality supported learning environment 

you require to reach your goals.  

 

Good luck with your chosen course of study, and make the most of next year! 

        

  Lesley Johnston 

  November 2009 
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ADMINISTRATION  
Intermediate 1  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn? 

 

¶ ICT skills for todayôs world of work (Using PCs and Microsoft Office) 

¶ Modern working practices 

¶ Problem solving skills 

¶ Decision making skills 

¶ Presenting and communication information 
 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

¶ All units are assessed internally throughout the course 

¶ External examination will be based on a timed practical/written paper 
 

 

What can I do after Intermediate 1/2? 

 

¶ Continue study of Administration at: 

o Intermediate 2 

o Higher 

¶ Enter further/higher education 
 

 

Careers 

 

Students will learn administrative and information technology skills which will allow them to work 

effectively in a business environment 
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ADMINISTRATION  
Intermediate 2 

 

Entry  

 

While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have 

attained Standard Grade Administration at General level or Intermediate 1 or have some ICT skills.  

Candidates are required to have a high level of ability in English and need to manipulate 

spreadsheets (numerate). 

 

This is a vocationally-orientated course suitable for those students wishing to pursue a career in 

administration.  It will enable students to perform administrative functions and develop the 

competencies required to process, sort, check, store and output information within the modern 

organisational environment.  The practical approach adopted makes the course suitable for 

individuals who wish to acquire administrative skills and a high level of competence in the use of 

business software packages particularly word processing, spreadsheets and databases.  Assessment 

will consist of 2 exam papers:  ICT and Knowledge and Understanding. 

 

Content 

 

Administrative Services (Intermediate 2) (40 hours) 

This unit covers: 

¶ Factors contributing to the effectiveness of an organisation, 

including communication and customer service. 

¶ Working practices and health, safety and security issues. 

¶ Role of and activities carried out by functional 

departments. 

¶ Uses of the internet and office technologies.  

¶ Procedures for arranging and paying for business travel. 

 

Information Technology for Administrators (Intermediate 2) (40 hours) 

This unit concentrates on the use of information technology to solve business problems,  

using the following software applications: 

¶ Spreadsheets. 

¶ Flat databases.  

¶ Word processing. 

 

Administration:  Presenting and Communicating Information (40 hours) 

This unit should enable students to: 

¶ Use the internet to search for and extract information. 

¶ Use ICT (e-mail, e-diary and word processing) to present and communicate information. 

¶ Use presentation software to present information. 

 

Progression 

 

¶ Higher Administration.  (Entry requirement includes Standard Grade English Credit and 

Standard Grade Maths (3) 

¶ A wide range of employment opportunities involving use of ICT. 
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ADMINISTRATION  
Higher  

 

Entry  

 

While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have 

obtained Standard Grade Administration at Credit level or Intermediate 2.  It may be available to 

able students who have not previously followed a Business Education course but have some ICT 

skills.  Students should also have attained Standard Grade English (Credit) and Standard Grade 

Maths (General 3). 

 

This course will provide students with the opportunity to apply skills and knowledge to situations 

requiring a high level of administrative services and to analyse the use of  ICT in an administrative 

and business context.  The course places an emphasis on the development of problem solving and 

decision making skills and is appropriate for those individuals seeking careers within the modern 

administrative environment. 

 

Administrative Services (Higher) (40 hours) 

 

This unit covers: 

¶ Strategies to ensure effectiveness in the workplace. 

¶ Impact of changing working practices. 

¶ Processes involved in recruiting, developing and supporting staff. 

¶ How formal meetings are planned, conducted and supported. 

¶ Importance of providing effective customer service. 

 

Information Technology for Management (Higher) (80 hours) 

 

This unit covers: 

¶ Role of information in decision making. 

¶ Impact of ICT on workflow, management and security of information. 

¶ Use of ICT to solve business problems and communicate - includes relational databases and 

pivot tables. 

 

Progression 

 

¶ Higher National programmes in Administration. 

¶ Degree courses, e.g. BSc Business Information Management. 

¶ A range of employment. 
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ART & DESIGN  
Higher / Intermediate 2 
 

Students follow a common practical course with lots of opportunity for personal choice.  The 

written work is differentiated at Higher and Intermediate 2 levels.  Final decisions about 

presentation level will be made after the prelim exam when there is evidence of attainment in both 

practical and written course elements. 
 

Entry  

This course is suitable for students who are keen to develop their artistic skills and knowledge, are 

open-minded and willing to experiment with new materials and techniques.  Generally speaking, 

students who have achieved Credit passes at Standard Grade will progress to Higher, and students 

who gained a General pass will follow the Intermediate 2 course.  Exceptions may be made after 

consultation with the PT. 
 

Content: There are 3 course units: 
 

¶ Design 
Students choose one area of Design activity from jewellery, textiles, graphic design or 

product design.  Working to a design brief, they will investigate a chosen theme, carry out 

market and contextual research and explore different ideas and solutions.  They will carry 

out continuous evaluation and produce a final outcome. 
 

¶ Expressive 
Students choose one area of Expressive activity from Portraiture, Still Life or Built 

Environment.  They will research and develop a chosen theme.  There is emphasis on 

investigative drawing from first hand sources using a wide range of techniques and materials 

including pastel, paint, charcoal, colour pencil, pen and ink.  From this, a number of ideas 

are worked out and one is developed as a final outcome in paint, oil pastel or mixed media. 
 

¶ Art and Design Studies 
One lesson a week is given to the critical part of the course when students learn about the 

work of designers and artists.  This takes the form of an interactive lecture covering a range 

of Art and Design movements. 
 

Assessment 

Two practical folios, one in design and one expressive, are externally assessed.  At Higher, there is 

an Art and Design Studies written exam lasting an hour and a half.  At Intermediate 2, this is one 

hour. 
 

Homework and Deadlines 

Deadlines for submission of work are issued at the beginning of the course.  Homework for Art and 

Design Studies consists of illustrated essays on each of the study areas.  Homework for the 

Expressive and Design activities is ongoing.  It is expected that students spend 1-2 hours a week 

developing work done in class. 
 

Progression 

Advanced Higher or Portfolio Art and Design. 

 

Please note that pupils will be requested to pay £5 per year towards the cost of materials.  In 

addition, students will have to pay £7 approximately if they want their practical work returned to 

them from the SQA. 
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ART & DESIGN  
Advanced Higher and Art & Design Portfolio 
 

Advanced Higher 

 

Entry  
B Pass at Higher Art and Design 

 

Content: 
There is a choice of two courses: 

 

¶ Expressive Enquiry with Visual Arts Studies 

¶ Design Enquiry with Design Studies 

 

Students identify a personal line of enquiry which is sustained and developed over the year.  The 

emphasis is on independent research, and the ability to engage in personal exploration of expressive 

or design based art forms. 

 

Assessment 
External assessment of the Expressive or Design Folio and written dissertation. 

 

Please note that students will be expected to purchase some materials over the course of the year. 

The estimated cost will be in the region of £20. 

 

 

 

 

ART & DESIGN   
Art & Design Portfolio 
 
Entry  

Higher Art and Design 

 

This course is suitable for those students intending to apply to Art College.  It is not certificated, but 

students will produce a folio of work demonstrating advanced skill in a number of areas including:  

drawing and painting, sculpture, graphics, ceramics, printmaking, textiles and mixed media.  The 

Portfolio course can be followed alongside the Advanced Higher Art and Design course.   Students 

who follow the Portfolio route will be expected to attend life drawing classes. 

 

Homework for AH and Portfolio  

 

Deadlines for submission of work are issued at the beginning of the course.  Students are expected 

to work in their free time in the 6th year studio. 

Please note that students will be expected to purchase some materials over the course of the year.  
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BIOLOGY  
Intermediate 2 
 

Entry   
 

All entries are the discretion of the Head of Department. 

 

 

No previous knowledge of Biology is required, but it is strongly recommended that students 

wishing to take this course have the following qualifications: 

 

¶ Standard Grade Biology with both Knowledge & Understanding and Problem Solving at 

Grades 3. 

¶ Standard Grade Physics, Chemistry or Science with Knowledge & Understanding and          

Problem Solving at Grades 1 or 2. 

¶ Intermediate 1 Biology, Physics or Chemistry at Grade A 

 

Content 

This course consists of three 40 hour units with an additional 40 hours for induction, support 

consolidation and integration of learning. 

 

Unit 1: Living Cells which looks at the structure and function of cells. 

Unit 2: Environmental Biology and Genetics which deals with ecosystems and factors 

 affecting variety in a species. 

Unit 3: Animal Physiology which deals with mammalian nutrition, control of the internal 

 environment, circulation and gas exchange and the senses. 

 

Assessment 
This consists of an external examination set by the SQA, an end-of-unit assessment for each of the 

three units of work.   A practical assessment will be based on work from ONE of the three units of 

work. 

 

Progression 
If students achieve Biology Intermediate 2, it will allow them to progress to Higher Biology. 

Enter an HNC or HND course in Biological Sciences. 

Take other further and higher education opportunities. 

Enter into a range of employment or training opportunities.  
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BIOLOGY  
Higher 
 

 

Entry   

 

All entries are the discretion of the Head of Department. 

 

Students must have: 

¶ Standard Grade Biology with both Knowledge & Understanding and Problem Solving at 

grade 1 or 2 or, 

¶ Intermediate 2 Biology at A or B, or 

¶ In certain circumstances, Standard Grade Physics or Chemistry with both KU and PS at 

grade 1 or 2. 

 

Content 
 

This course allows the student to gain a Higher qualification which is a broad-based, integrated 

study of a wide range of biological topics.   These topics emphasise the importance of Biology as a 

subject which is required in many aspects of investigative science, and as a subject which gives 

students an awareness of what surrounds them, both socially and environmentally.   There are three 

40 hour units with an additional 40 hours for induction, support, consolidation and integration of 

learning. 

 

Unit 1: Cell Biology:   looks at cell structure in relation to function, photosynthesis, energy 

release, synthesis and release of proteins, cellular response in defence in animals and 

plants. 

 

Unit 2: Genetics and Adaptation: this unit deals with variation, selection and speciation, animal 

and plant adaptations. 

 

Unit 3: Control and Regulation: deals with the control of growth and development, 

physiological homeostasis and population dynamics. 

 

Assessment 
 

This consists of an external examination set by the SQA, an end-of-unit assessment for each of the 

three units of work.   A practical examination will be based on work from ONE of the three units of 

work. 

 

Progression 
 

Progress to Advanced Higher or take individual units within Advanced Higher.  Enter an HNC, 

HND or degree course studying Biological Sciences or Medicine, Nursing, Dietetics, Radiography, 

Chiropody, Physiotherapy, Marine Biology, etc. Other FE or HE opportunities and a range of 

employment or training opportunities. 
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BIOLOGY  
Advanced Higher 
 

Entry   
 

All entries are at the discretion of the Head of Department. 

 

It is strongly recommended that students have Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology at an A 

or B pass. 

 

Content 
 

The Advanced Higher course will consist of three mandatory units: 

 

Unit 1: Cell and Molecular Biology 

 This unit looks at cell growth and division including abnormal division of cancer cells, 

the culture of cells in laboratories from monolayers.  It also looks at the biochemistry of 

carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, nucleic acids and enzymes.  Applications of DNA 

technology are considered, e.g. Human Genome Project, DNA sequencing, human 

therapeutics, forensic use of DNA and from an agricultural perspective, transgenic plants 

and use of genetically engineered Bovine Somatotrophin. 

 

Unit 2: Environmental Biology 

 This unit looks at the energetics of ecosystems, the cycling of nutrients and biotic 

interactions within ecosystems.   Symbiotic relationships, like parasitism, are discussed 

in relation to plants and animals.   The destructive effect of human societies on our 

environment is also examined especially in relation to monoculture of crops etc, toxic 

pollution, reduced oxygen in the atmosphere and eutrophication of watery regions.   

Implications of the non-renewal of World Resources are studied together with the effects 

of Global warming and the greenhouse effect. 

 

Unit 3: Biology Investigation 

 

A fourth optional unit will be chosen from: 

 

Biotechnology, Animal Behaviour or Physiology, Health and Exercise. 

 

A practical assessment is also undertaken during the course 

based on one of the first two mandatory units. 

 

Assessment 
 

This consists of an external examination set by the SQA, an 

end-of-unit assessment for each of the three units of work.   

A practical assessment will be based on work from ONE of 

the three units of work. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
Intermediate 2 
 

Entry  

 

Entry is at the discretion of the department.   Students would normally be expected to have attained 

either a Business Management or Administration Standard Grade at General level ï or at least 3 

other Standard Grades at General level - preferably English and Maths. 

 

Purpose 

 

This course provides an introduction to the world of business activity and would be suitable for 

students following a wide range of courses where knowledge and understanding of business is 

relevant.  It will help students to understand the role and operation of business.  They will develop 

problem-solving and communication skills. 

 

Content 
 

One 40 hour unit and one 80 hour unit, plus 40 hours flexible time, to include assessments. 

 

Business Enterprise (H) (40 hours).   In this unit students will find out: 

 

¶ The importance of business enterprise in todayôs society and the role of an entrepreneur. 

¶ How important the communication of information is in business. 

¶ What makes an effective manager - making business decisions. 

 

Business Decision Areas (Int 2) (80 hours).   In this unit students will find out: 

 

¶ How to market products in a business organisation ï the nature of markets and market 

research. 

¶ How to finance a business. 

¶ The importance of Human Resources. 

¶ How a business produces goods/services (Operations Department). 

¶ How to use Information Technology in business and the importance of ICT in business 

today. 

 

Progression 
 

¶ Higher Business Management. 

¶ Higher National Certificate ï either 

general or business related. 

¶ A wide range of employment or 

training opportunities ï especially 

within the financial/banking sectors of 

industry. 
 



 13 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
Higher 
 

 

Entry  

 

While entry is at the discretion of the department, students would normally be expected to have 

attained a Business Management or Administration Standard Grade at Credit Level.  It is also 

available to able students who have not previously followed a business course - preferably with 

Standard Grade English (Credit) and Standard Grade Maths General 3 or better). 

 

This course is designed to enable students to understand and assess the activities of business.    

Students will find out about the importance of enterprise within business and will study the main 

functional areas which characterise all business organisations.  The course enables students to 

develop problem solving and decision making skills within a business framework. 

 

This subject is suitable for students who wish to extend and develop previous study in Business 

Education OR as a starting point for those who wish to gain business experience in order to 

progress with a business related career. 

 

Content 

 

One 40 hour unit and one 80 hour unit, plus 40 hours flexible time to include assessments. 

 

Business Enterprise (H) (40 hours)   In this unit students will find out: 

¶ How important the development of Business Enterprise is in todayôs society. 

¶ How valuable the application of Information Technology is to business including the 

development of e-commerce. 

¶ How managers develop decision-making skills. 

 

Business Decision Areas (H) (80 hours)   In this unit students will find out: 

¶ The internal structure  or different business enterprises. 

¶ How and why businesses make different marketing decisions. 

¶ How to interpret financial information used in business. 

¶ How important the role of human resources is in business. 

¶ How important decision making is within the operations of business. 

 

Progression 

 

¶ HNC/D e.g. Business Administration. 

¶ Degree courses e.g. BA Business Management, Commerce, Marketing, Finance. 

¶ A wide range of employment or training opportunities e.g. administrative posts in human 

resources, marketing or the financial sector.  
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CHEMISTRY  
Higher  
 

 

Entry  

 

Credit level Standard Grade Chemistry 

 

Content 

 

¶ Energy 

¶ World of Carbon 

¶ Chemical reactions. 

 

Higher Chemistry is a valuable entry qualification for many university and college courses, and is 

helpful, and in some cases essential, for many career choices. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHEMISTRY  
Advanced Higher 
 

Entry  

 

Higher Chemistry, preferably Grade B or A. 

 

Content 

 

Inorganic Chemistry  

A study of elements other than Carbon and their compounds. 

 

Organic Chemistry  
Further and deeper exploration of Carbon Compounds. 

 

Physical Chemistry  
Various aspects of energy in Chemistry. 

 

The course is particularly suitable for students who wish to progress to degree course involving 

some chemistry.   Practical work includes an extended investigation. 
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COMPUTING STUDIES  
Intermediate 1 

 
Entry  
 

At the discretion of the Department. 

 

These units explore challenging areas of Information Technology and will equip students with 

further computing skills. 

 

Intermediate 1 Computing Studies builds on the knowledge and understanding of computing 

concepts previously developed.   It provides an opportunity for students to acquire skills in the 

development of computing solutions, within a broad-based course. 

 

The aims of this course are to: 

¶ Provide students with knowledge and understanding of computing concepts. 

¶ Develop in students skills in problem-solving and communication within a computing 

context. 

¶ Develop practical abilities in the use of computing technology. 

 

Content 
 

This course will consist of three units: 

 

¶ Multimedia Applications   
This unit is designed to develop knowledge and skills, in the use of computer hardware and 

software, to produce multimedia presentations. 

¶ Computer Applications 
This unit is designed to develop basic knowledge and skills in the use of computer 

application software. 

¶ Computers and the Internet 
This unit is designed to develop knowledge and skills in the use of the internet. 

 

Assessment 
 

40% of the course will be assessed internally by means of a practical course work task.  The 

remaining 60% will be assessed externally by means of a 1 hour exam. 

 

Progression 

 

Computing Intermediate 2, or 

Information Systems Intermediate 2. 
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COMPUTING STUDIES  
Intermediate 2 
 

Entry  

 

Standard Grade Computing Studies at Grade 3 or above, or Intermediate 1 Computing Studies. 

 

These units explore challenging areas of Information Technology and will equip students with 

further computing skills. 

 

Intermediate 2 Computing builds on the knowledge and understanding of computing concepts 

previously developed.   It provides an opportunity for students to acquire skills in the development 

of computing solutions, within a broad-based course. 

 

The aims of this course are to: 

 

¶ Provide students with knowledge and understanding of computing concepts. 

¶ Develop in students skills of analysis, evaluation, communication and problem-solving. 

¶ Develop practical abilities in the use of computing technology. 

 

 

Content 
 

This course will consist of three units: 

 

¶ Computer Systems 
This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of computer 

systems and provide an opportunity to apply this knowledge through the use of 

contemporary hardware and software. 

 

¶ Software Development 
This unit develops skills in planning, developing and evaluating software solutions to 

problems through programming. 

 

¶ Artificial Intelligence 
This unit develops knowledge, understanding and skills in the representation of human 

intelligence within a computing environment. 

 

Assessment 
 

30% of the course will be assessed internally by means of a practical course 

work task.  The remaining 70% will be assessed externally by means of a 

1½ hour exam. 

 

Progression 
 

Computing Higher. 
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COMPUTING STUDIES  
Higher 
 

 

Entry  
 

Standard Grade Computing Studies at Grade 1 or 2, or Intermediate 2 Computing. 

 

Higher Computing builds on the knowledge and understanding of computing concepts previously 

developed.   It provides an opportunity for students to acquire skills in the development of 

computing solutions, within a broad-based course. 

 

The aims of this course are to: 

 

¶ Provide students with knowledge and understanding of computing concepts. 

¶ Develop in students skills of analysis, evaluation, communication and problem-solving. 

¶ Develop practical abilities in the use of computing technology. 

 

Content 
 

The course will consist of three units: 

 

¶ Computer Systems 
This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of  computer 

systems and provide an opportunity to apply this knowledge through the use of 

contemporary hardware and software. 

 

¶ Software Development 
This unit develops skills in planning, developing and evaluating software solutions to 

problems through programming or using application packages. 

 

¶ Artificial Intellig ence 
This unit develops knowledge, understanding and skills in the representation of human 

intelligence within a computing environment. 

 

Assessment 
 

30% of the course will be assessed internally by means of a practical course work task.   The 

remaining 70% will be assessed externally by means of a 2½ hour exam. 

 

Progression 

 

Computing Advanced Higher. 
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COMPUTING STUDIES  
Advanced Higher 
 

Entry  
 

Requirement: Higher Computing A or B 

 

Advanced Higher Computing builds on the knowledge and understanding of computing concepts 

previously developed.   It provides an opportunity for students to acquire skills in the development 

of computing solutions, within a broad-based course. 

 

The aims of this course are to: 

 

¶ Provide students with knowledge and understanding of computing concepts. 

¶ Encourage independent investigative enquiry into developments in computing. 

¶ Develop in students skills of analysis, evaluation, communication and problem-solving. 

¶ Develop practical abilities in the use of computing technology. 

 

Content 

 

The course will consist of three units: 

 

¶ Computer Systems 

 This unit extends the studentôs knowledge of computer organisation and develops a more 

detailed understanding of computer architecture. 

 

¶ Software Development 

 This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of systems analysis, to 

extend knowledge and understanding of the software development process and to 

provide the opportunity to apply a methodology to analyse and design a software 

solution to a problem. 

 

¶ Computing Project 

 This unit develops the ability of the student to analyse a computing problem and to 

design and implement a computer-based solution. 

 

Assessment 

 

40% of the course will be assessed by means of the Computing Project which will include an 

evaluation of the project.   The remaining 60% will be assessed by means of a written exam.   This 

will comprise a single paper of 2 hours duration. 
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DRAMA  
Introduction 

 

S 5 / 6 Course Choices and Progression in Drama 

Intermediate 2    
Ą  Open to all students in S5 & 

S6 with a general or credit 

pass in English or Drama SG.  

Higher 
Ą Open to all students in S5 & S6 

with a credit pass in English or 

Drama and some drama experience. 

Advanced Higher 
Ą Open to all student in S6 

with an A or B pass in 

English and/or Drama 

NQ Units  Ą Open to all students with an interest in Drama and Theatre (See units descriptors overleaf) 

 
NQ Units 

In 2010-2011, we will offer a range of NQ unit awards in Drama, Performing Arts and Technical 

Theatre. 

 

These units will be delivered alongside the Intermediate 2 course (in column A) which may provide 

opportunities for students who may seek some flexibility in their choices and wish to develop a 

portfolio across the Creative & Aesthetic Faculty and other subject disciplines. 

 

The units are vocational and specific to students with strengths and interests which cross subject 

boundaries. This is an opportunity for those early leavers who can benefit from meaningful study 

in the autumn term.  

 

There is also the opportunity for students who will follow 4 subjects to full award and pick up two 

units at Higher level in the Autumn and Spring terms, leaving Summer term for studies towards full 

awards. 

 

Intermediate 2 

The course is an excellent option for S5 students who have achieved a general Grade in SG and for 

any student interested in picking up the subject without prior study in Drama.  It is intended that 

Intermediate 2 will be offered in column A with a range of NQ units running alongside.  

 

Higher / Advanced Higher 

Higher drama is an excellent option for S5 students who have experience of drama and for S6 

students interested in the option without prior experience of the subject. It is intended that Higher 

& AH remain in column E. 
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DRAMA  
NQ Units  
 
 

New NQ Units will run alongside Intermediate 2 Drama (in Column A): 
 

NQ Unit  SCQF Level 

& Credits  

Duration & Runs 

alongside NQ Course: 

Entry Criteria  

Suitable for candidates who: 

Drama: 

Acting Skills 

  

Level 6 

Two credits at 

Higher 

Two terms  

ï Autumn & Spring 

Int 2 Drama 

Have an interest or are looking to 

develop practical skills in acting. 

Preparation 

for Audition

 

 

  

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

One term 

Int 2 Drama 

In collaboration with 

Music & Dance 

Would like to develop skills in 

auditioning in the areas of Drama, 

Music, Dance or Music Theatre. 

Theatrical 

Design  

 

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

One term 

Int 2 Drama 

In collaboration with 

Art & CDT  

Have previous experience in theatre 

production skills and an interest in 

developing practical design skills. 

Multimedia 

Production for 

Theatre 

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

One term 

Int 2 Drama 

In collaboration with 

Media Studies 

Have an interest or are looking to 

develop practical skills in technical 

aspects of theatre. 

Theatre Stage 

Lighting 

Operations 

 

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

One term 

Int 2 Drama 

In collaboration with 

Art & CDT  

Have an interest and/or some 

previous experience of technical 

aspects of theatre. 

Theatrical 

Make Up

  

 

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

One term 

Int 2 Drama 

 

Have an interest or are looking to 

develop practical theatre skills and 

in theatrical make up. 

Theatrical 

Prop making 

 

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

One term 

Int 2 Drama 

In collaboration with 

Art & CDT  

Have an interest or are looking to 

develop practical theatre skills and 

in developing creative prop making 

for a production. 

 

Theatre 

Performance 

 

Level 6 

One credit at 

Higher 

Two terms  

ï Autumn & Spring 

Int 2 Drama 

In collaboration with 

Music & Dance 

An interest in Acting, Musical 

theatre and Dance. Previous 

experience in one or more of these 

areas would be beneficial. 

Creative 

Project  

 

Level 6 

Two credits at 

Higher 

Two terms  

ï Autumn & Spring 

Int 2 Drama 

Options for 

collaboration with other 

disciplines 

Wish to develop their creativity 

through planning, implementing and 

evaluating a creative project in a 

creative context such as Drama, 

Music, Art and Design or Dance. 
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DRAMA  
Intermediate 2 
 

Entry  

Á Standard Grade Drama 3 or 4 (any course element) OR 

Á Standard Grade English 3 or 4 (any course element) OR 

Á Intermediate 1 Drama or other appropriate experience of Drama 

 

Many students seek to return to drama in S5 and do not need to have studied the subject for 

Standard Grade to choose this course. 

 

Progression 

Intermediate Two Drama shares common threads with the Higher Still curriculum for English, 

Media, Art & Design, Dance as well as Social Education and Citizenship. The course provides an 

excellent foundation for the Higher courses in S6 and for entry to colleges and employment in the 

theatre and related performing arts and creative industries.  

 

The course promotes theatre production skills with particular emphasis on directing, acting and 

design skills. Skills in textual analysis and creativity are central to studies of dramatic texts. 

Intermediate 2 Drama is an excellent medium for personal and social development. 

 

Course Content and Structure 

Intermediate Two Drama comprises three units of study: 

 

In Drama Skills, students will use textual stimuli, take individual responsibility for devising and 

directing a short scene using other members of their group,   

 

Theatre Production Skills focuses on the exploration and acquisition of play appreciation skills and 

other key skills of theatre and production.   

 

In Drama: Production, Candidates will work on the production of a scripted drama, and develop a 

group directorial interpretation. Candidates apply their acting and production skills to rehearsals and 

a performance to an audience. The presentation will be based on either a substantial textual extract 

or a one-act play and will be evaluated in terms of both process and product. 

 

In addition to the three areas of study, students will have the opportunity to see a range of live 

professional theatre and productions in Edinburgh and beyond. 

 

Assessment 

To gain the award of the course, the candidate must achieve all the component units of the course as 

well as the external assessment. External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in 

the course award and comprises a question paper and a practical examination. Practical 

Examination 50% and Question Paper 50%. 
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DRAMA  
Higher 
 

Entry  

Á Standard Grade Drama 1 or 2 (in all course elements) OR 

Á Standard Grade English 1 or 2 (in all course elements) OR 

Á Intermediate 2 Drama (C pass or above) 

Á Other appropriate experience of Drama (with evidence of the level prior experience) 

 

Progression 

Higher Drama is accepted as a University and College entrance qualification and shares common 

threads with English and Media Studies. You will also make reference to historical, political and 

social contexts through the study of plays and playwrights. It is therefore also relevant to studies of 

social sciences and humanities. The course is recommended for students wishing to pursue a degree 

or further qualification in theatre, performing arts or creative industries, humanities and law. 

 

Course Content and Structure 

Higher Drama comprises three units of study: 

 

In Investigative Drama, students investigate and research a chosen theme and use it to develop a 

script for a 7 minute óVignetteô Drama which they take responsibility for directing and producing 

other members of their group. The finished work is performed to a live audience in Broughton High 

Schoolôs Theatre. 

 

Text in its Theatrical Context involves the in-depth study of a set text from the point of view of 

Writer, Director and Actor. Students develop academic skills in textual analysis, write essays and 

Dramatic Commentary. In addition, students direct and act in a live performance extract from the 

text in a practical acting exam. 

 

In Contemporary Scottish Theatre, a range of plays is studied and comparative essays focus on key 

aspects of the texts. Students perform an extract from one chosen play, self-directed for the purpose 

of the acting exam.  

 

In addition to the three areas of study, students will have the opportunity to see a range of live 

professional theatre and productions in Edinburgh and beyond. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment comprises 50% Textual Studies (essays and commentary) and 50% Acting 

(performance). 

Á Continuous internal assessment through NAB exams and coursework. 

Á Practical Acting Exam to an examiner. 

Á Written exam paper comprising two essays and a commentary. 
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DRAMA  
Advanced Higher 
 

Á Higher Drama A or B   AND 

Á Higher English A or B and /or other appropriate advanced experience of Drama 

 

Progression 

Higher Drama is accepted as a University and College entrance qualification. The course shares 

common threads with Higher English and Media Studies, and makes reference to historical, 

political and social contexts through the study of key dramatists. It is therefore also relevant to 

studies of social sciences and humanities. This course is recommended for students wishing to 

pursue a degree or further qualification in theatre, performing arts or creative industries and 

humanities. 

 

Advanced Higher Drama involves both the study of leading world theatre practitioners and 

performance skills Candidates will also study drama through direct experience of live theatrical 

performance, which will illuminate knowledge and understanding of the practice of theatre and 

related media.  

 

In addition to the three areas of study, students will have the opportunity to see a range of live 

professional theatre and productions in Edinburgh and beyond. 

 

Course Content and Structure 

The Course consists of three mandatory Units: Devised Drama, Twentieth-Century Theatre ï 

Theories of Performance, and Drama: Special Study.  

 

The Units are internally assessed, as follows:  

 

Devised Drama: A folio of work generated whilst devising, designing, preparing for, rehearsing 

and presenting a coherent and integral piece of theatre. There should also be a written report.  

 

Twentieth-Century Theatre: Theories of Performance: an assignment exploring aspects of theatre 

practice in one or two recent productions which reflect theories and practice of a 20th Century 

theatre practitioner.  

 

Drama - Special Study: a two-part report ð Part 1 focuses on research done by the candidate to 

arrive at performance concepts for a chosen play; Part 2 is a short evaluation of the performance 

concepts.  

 

The Course is externally assessed by a Question Paper (50% of the Course award) and a 

Practical Examination (based on a choice of Acting, Direction or Design ð 50% of the Course 

award).  
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ENGLISH  
Introduction  
 

Students will be offered a choice of routes through S5 and S6.  These will include one year and two 

year courses leading to SQA certification at Intermediate 1/2, Higher Level and Advanced Higher 

Level. 

 

Clearly, the Higher English course will not be appropriate for the aptitudes and abilities of 

many students entering S5.  The final grades awarded in the Reading and Writing elements of 

Standard Grade will be of crucial importance in determining an appropriate English course 

in S5.  Talk grades will not be taken into account. 

 

The entry requirements and course outlines detailed follow National Guidelines.  There will be a 

broad range of teaching, learning and assessment strategies, involving the active participation of all 

students. 

 

The Intermediate 2 course, which may lead to students taking the Higher examination in S6, is 

intended for those who need further time to develop and consolidate their language skills.  This 

means that S5 is both a preparation for the continuing Higher course in S6, and also an opportunity 

to gain nationally recognised awards during S5. 

 

Further details of the courses offered are available from the English Department. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All students entering S5 and S6 must meet with Mrs Daniel or their class 

teacher to discuss the most appropriate English course for them, well in 

advance of the start of the new timetable. 
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ENGLISH  ï CORE SKILLS  
Intermediate 1  
 

Entry  

Grade 4 or lower in Reading or Writing at Standard Grade 

Suitable for pupils with no previous English qualification 

Pupils intending to leave at Christmas (of any level) 

 

Content 

Pupils will learn the following skills: 

¶ Respond to simple but detailed written communication. 

¶ Produce simple but detailed written communication. 

¶ Produce and respond to simple but detailed oral communication. 

¶ Problem Solving 

¶ Working with Others 

¶ Using ICT 

 

These will be linked to work based units on the following topics: 

Study Section 1: Food Study Section 6: Health and Safety  

Study Section 2: Different abilities  Study Section 7:  Catering 

Study Section 3: Sport and leisure  Study Section 8: Information Technology 

Study Section 4: Travel and tourism Study Section 9:  Transport 

Study Section 5: Healthcare Study Section 10: Engineering 

 

Homework/Preparation 

This course is available on-line and further work can be completed at home.  There will be 

additional homework which is linked to improving literacy and preparing pupils for the world of 

work. 

 

How learners will be assessed 

Throughout each study section, a series of Self Assessed Questions (SAQs) and activities have been 

developed to provide pupils with óon the spotô feedback in terms of their progress within the 

relevant section.  Upon successful completion of all SAQs and activities, pupils will be asked to 

attempt a Tutor Assessment (TA).   

 

When and where students will be assessed 

Teachers will assess each pupil after successful completion of all ten study sections through an 

internal examination.  Assessment is undertaken by the pupil at school under supervision of a 

teacher.  If pupils donôt achieve the required standard for the award of ópassô within any assessment, 

they will be informed of this and they will be re-assessed on the particular elements of the 

assessment which need improving. 

 

External assessment 

There is no external assessment associated with this unit. 

 

Progression 

Candidates who successfully complete this course may wish to continue their studies in English by 

studying Intermediate 2 Communication in S6. 
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ENGLISH  ï CORE SKILLS  
Intermediate 2  
 

Entry  

Grade 3 in Reading and Writing at Standard Grade 

Suitable for pupils with no previous English qualification 

Pupils intending to leave at Christmas  

 

Content 

This core skills unit seeks to develop the ability to respond to and produce written and oral 

communication that deals with topics and vocabulary that the candidate may reasonably be 

expected to encounter through a general awareness of current issues and/or appropriate vocational 

context(s). This unit is designed to develop communication skills at a level which is the minimum 

required for intermediate posts in business, administration and technician occupations. 

 

Outcome 1:  Reading    

Outcome 2:  Writing  

Outcome 3:  Talking 

 

Also: Problem Solving 

  Working with Others 

  ICT Skills 

 

Homework/Preparation 

This course is available on-line and further work can be completed at home.  There will be 

additional homework which is linked to improving literacy and preparing pupils for the world of 

work. 

 

How learners will be assessed 

Throughout each study section, a series of Self Assessed Questions (SAQs) and activities have been 

developed to provide pupils with óon the spotô feedback in terms of their progress within the 

relevant section.  Upon successful completion of all SAQs and activities, pupils will be asked to 

attempt a Tutor Assessment (TA).   

 

When and where students will be assessed 

Teachers will assess each pupil after successful completion of all study sections through an internal 

examination.  If pupils donôt achieve the required standard for the award of ópassô within any 

assessment, they will be re-assessed. 

 

External assessment 

There is no external assessment associated with this unit. 

 

Progression 

Candidates who successfully complete this course may wish to continue their studies in English by 

studying Intermediate 2 English in S6. 
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ENGLISH   
Higher 
 

 

Entry  

 

Minimum of grade 2 in Reading and Writing at Standard Grade. 

 

Content 

 

The Higher course comprises three units: 

 

Unit 1 Language Study 

Unit 2 Literary Study 

Unit 3 Personal Studies. 

 

Homework/Preparation 

 

This course demands commitment.  It is essential that all target dates for completion of work be 

met.  Failure to complete class work or home assignments will jeopardise studentsô chances of 

success and could result in withdrawal from the course. 

 

Assessment 

 

Internal Assessment 

 

The Learning Outcomes from each unit are assessed internally.  During the year, students must pass 

3 assessments (NABS) including a pass in a Personal Study of their own choice, written under 

controlled conditions.  All NABS must be passed before the exam without all units passed.  The 

pupil cannot attain an overall course award and therefore will not be presented for the final exam. 

 

External Assessment 

 

The external examination will consist of two papers: 

 

Paper 1: Close Reading - two linked passages - 50 marks. 

Paper 2: Literature - 2 Critical Essays of 50 marks. 

The examination lasts for 3 hours 15 minutes 

 

Candidates must be successful in both the internal and external assessments in order to gain an 

award at Higher. 

 

Progression 

Candidates who successfully complete this course at level B or above may wish to continue their 

studies in English at Advanced Higher level in the following year.  They may wish to move on to a 

college course or university course or to employment. 
 



 28 

ENGLISH   
Advanced Higher 
 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this course is to allow students who have fulfilled the broader compulsory 

requirements of Higher English to pursue particular interests and strengths in more specialised areas 

of study.  Students who study at Advanced Higher will encounter considerable academic and 

personal challenges.  Those who achieve passes at this level will have demonstrated knowledge and 

skills of a high order and also considerable ability in thinking and working independently.  The 

development of communicative competence required by the Higher English course will, at 

Advanced Higher, be fundamental to progression; successful completion of the more advanced 

course will be dependent on the development of such competence to the highest levels across a 

range of topics. 

 

Recommended Entry 

 

Whilst entry is at the discretion of the English Department, students would normally be expected to 

have attained a course award at level B or above at Higher. 

 

Course Structure 

 

There are three component units in the course: two mandatory 40-hour units, Specialist Study and 

Literary Study, and one optional 40 hour unit from: 

 

Language Study 1 credit (40 hours) 

Textual Analysis 1 credit (40 hours) 

Reading the Media 1 credit (40 hours) 

Creative Writing 1 credit (40 hours) 

 

In common with all courses, this course includes 40 hours over and above the 120 hours for the 

three component units.  This is for induction, extending the range of learning and teaching 

approaches, support, consolidation, integration of learning and preparation for external assessment.  

This time is an important element of the course and advice on its use is included in the course 

details. 

 

The content of the three units, with additional 40 hours, constitutes the course.  The manner in 

which the course is organised will very much depend on numbers of candidates and the 

circumstances within the English Department. 
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FASHION AND TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY   
Intermediate 2  

 

   

Recommended entry 

* Standard Grade Home Economics at General level éOR 

* Other subject awards at General level 

 

Course Description 

Learning practical fabric skills through making, designing and evaluating fabric items ï clothing 

and craft items 

 

Influences on the changing patterns in fashion 

Considerations by manufacturers and designers in the production of textile products 

Looking at information provided to help consumers make informed choices 

 

Course Outline 

The course has three mandatory units:- 

 

Management of Practical Activities 

Types of fibres and their properties 

Choosing textiles for a variety of different people and circumstances 

Fabric construction, characteristics, technological developments, production of textile items, colour, 

decoration and sewing equipment 

 

Consumer Studies   
Influences in changing styles in fashion 

Factors affecting choice 

Images projected by high street stores 

Labelling of fabric items  

Consumer protection acts, and advertising standards  

 

Product Development 

Design, production, product testing, and market research  

 

 

Assessment 

Final examination with some choice within questions 

     

Technological project:  A choice of topics are provided by 

SQA each year  

       

Possible careers 
Fashion design and production 

Retail industry 
 

 

Interested in, fashion, fabrics and the fashion industry? 


